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ABSTRACT 
 
Research Universities are places where new ideas are created, challenged, and made communal. 
Increasingly they are also nodes of change that address the challenges of global communities thru 
direct study and action. Through practicing these skills of ideation and action, students develop the 
ability to impact the world. Global engagement of research universities is therefore a necessity. In 
order to create the pathways for this engagement, universities build bridges with other institutions – 
not only with other universities, but with governmental organizations, with NGOs, and with 
companies.  In the best partnerships the form of these bridges is tailored to the local geography; 
what is useful in one partnership is not always useful in another. We will contrast the University of 
Michigan’s partnership with Shanghai Jiao Tong University to Michigan’s partnerships in Ethiopia 
and elsewhere, to illuminate the art of partnership. 
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degrees in Nuclear Engineering, an CAS in 
Mathematics from Cambridge University, and 
doctorate in Engineering Physics at the University of 
Virginia, where he was subsequently Research 
Assistant Professor of Engineering Physics and 
Applied Mathematics.  Professor Holloway joined 
the faculty of U-M as an assistant professor for 
Nuclear Engineering and Radiological Sciences in 
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then Full professor, in 2007, he was named an Arthur F. Thurnau Professor in recognition of 
outstanding contributions to undergraduate education.  Later that year, he became associate dean for 
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As Vice Provost for Global and Engaged Education, Professor Holloway is focused on the ways in 
which the U-M engages the world through both scholarship and education.  He is interested in 
developing a global perspective in U-M scholarship and in its impact, and in facilitating the 
development of a broad set of platforms for experiential learning accessible to all students at the 
U-M.  
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He has lived, worked and taught in Thailand, England, Germany, China, and Ghana. As Michigan’s 
SIO he is responsible for international travel policy and safety. 


